
Greetings VMA Parents and Families,

As we start the beginning of the 4th quarter here at VMA, I would like to extend my well wishes and 
thanks for supporting Visible Men Academy this entire year. We need to continue challenging our 
students to grow as learners and working with our parents to help your children on a regular basis.  
We know that to be successful in the 21st century, a person must be able to learn, unlearn and re-learn 
classroom materials and life skill lessons. Parents and students need to work together on a nightly basis 
to ensure continued growth around organization, work completion and a dedication to developing 
essential characteristics of excellent learners that will lead to your students becoming successful adults.

Parents, please partner with us to make 4th quarter a success for all our students by 
encouraging your child to continue to give their best, making sure they are completing their 
homework, classwork, maintaining  great attitudes and SHINE  by ensuring that they are on 
time for school each day. With parents, staff and students working together, this time of year 
will be engaging, challenging, a little bit of fun and full of lasting memories for everyone!

State and District Assessments
Over the past couple of months our exceptional SUNS and teachers in 3rd-5th grade have worked 
diligently in completing our annual state assessments. We are so proud of our students who gave their 
best everyday. (Continued)

Great Days 
at VMA!
The mission of Visible Men Academy (VMA) is to provide boys with outstanding academic, 
character, and social education in a nurturing school environment.

May 4th, 2016

Dates to Remember!
May:
7- Saturday Success 
Salute to Moms!
9:00 am - 12

18- Parent Advisory Group 
Meeting at 4:00 pm

27- VMA Staff Day 
(No School, VMA is Closed)

30- Memorial Day 
(No School, VMA is Closed)

25- National Elementary 
Honor Society Induction.

June:
24- Last Day of School at 
Visible Men Academy

Parent Advisory 
Group 

Would you like to get more 
involved with Visible Men 
Academy? Do you have great ideas 
for a fundraiser or school activity? 
Then you should consider joining 
the Parent Advisory Group (PAG). 
Meetings are monthly for one 
hour, and   this group of dedicated 
parents help  grow our school while 
raising funds for our VMA Suns! The next meeting is Wednesday, May 
18th at 4:00 pm! We hope to see you there!
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SunLight

Reminders:
- Saturday, May 7
Saturday Success 9:00 am - 12 noon

- Wednesday, May 18-
Parent Advisory Group Meeting at 4:00 pm

- Wednesday, May 25
National Elementary Honor Society Induction (Time TBD)
 
- Friday, May 27 (VMA Staff Day) - NO SCHOOL
- Monday, May 30 (Memorial Day) - NO SCHOOL

- Make sure to return your Intent to Re Enroll forms to secure your 
son’s seat for next year.

- SUNSHINE After School Session #4 10 week session is underway. If 
you have not paid your fee, please do so. Fees are $40 per student, and 
$60 for siblings.

- Last Day of School at Visible Men Academy Friday, June 24

We want to THANK 
Baltimore Orioles play-
er Jimmy Paredes for 
visiting our VMA Suns last 
month. He signed some 
autographs, and hit a few 
balls with our students!



Saturday Success Salute to 
Moms! Join us this Saturday, 
May 7th at 9:00 am for a very 
special Saturday Success as we 
pamper our Moms!

Our Partners at the Women’s 
Resource Center of Manatee and 
the Women’s Inclusion Network 
of Tropicana will provide 
Breakfast, Spa-like relaxation
15-minute Chair Massage 
Rotations, Women’s Magazines,
Movement and Wellness 
exercises, Gift Bags and More!

The relaxation begins at 9:00 
am this Saturday!

Parent Success Info and Updates

Saturday 
Success 

THIS Saturday!Join us on Friday, May 20th at 9:30 am 
for Literacy on the Lawn! Volunteers are 
welcome to come share the joy of read-
ing with our VMA Suns! Please RSVP to 
dsingleton@vmacademy.org if you would 
like to volunteer.

Literacy on the Lawn
Events!By Neil Phillips

Last week I had the opportunity to 
meet with a group of our Suns to talk 
about leadership. I started by asking 
them to consider the traits of leaders 
that they themselves follow. Then, 
I encouraged them to model those 
traits so they can become people that 
others want to follow. Finally, I told 

them that great leaders are always introspective – they look inside of 
themselves to see how they can be better leaders, and better people.

As I looked into each Suns’ eyes as I spoke, it was clear to me that our 
boys are eager to learn how to lead. They want to become people who 
can guide, influence, and impact others in positive and healthy ways. 
Most importantly, they recognize in themselves the ability to inspire 
and move others. This is a reflection of growing confidence in their 
abilities and a belief that they are worthy and capable of not only elevating 
themselves, but elevating others, as well. 

I know this about our Suns. I know they have the potential to find 
greatness and to lead others toward it. It’s always exciting to see them 
reveal their leadership spirit in ways that our school, our communities, 
and our world so desperately need.

As always, thanks for your support!
Neil Phillips, VMA Co Founder

Happy Early Mother’s Day to our VMA Families!

Mothers and Female Caregivers, please join us for a very special 
Saturday Success May 7th from 9am-12 as we pamper you for all 
that you do! Thanks to our partners at Women’s Resource Center of 
Manatee and Tropicana Women’s Inclusion Network, mothers will 
receive breakfast, free chair massage and gift bags as your sons are 
with their mentors!

Student Enrollment reminder: Please ensure your son’s Intent to 
Re-Enroll form is submitted to hold your child’s seat for next year. 
We are actively accepting new students entering K-6th grade with 
less than 20 seats left. If you refer a student that gets accepted to 
VMA, you can earn a FREE uniform shirt through our “Each one 
Recruit One Campaign.”

Thanks to our Parent Advisory Group for providing our Amazing 
Teachers and Staff, lunch, gifts and a Bowling outing for Teacher and 
Staff Appreciation Week! The next Parent Advisory Group meeting is 
Wednesday, May 18th at 4:00 pm.

Here’s to a strong and healthy end of the academic year for all!

Shannon Rohrer-Phillips, MSW
Director of Student & Family Services
srohrer-phillips@vmacademy.org

Power in Math and Science: Advice for Parents
If you shy away from math and science activities with your children because 
you’re afraid you don’t know much about them, read on. There’s lots you can 
do to encourage your children’s interest in these areas, and you don’t have to be 
a statistician or microbiologist to do it! In fact, it’s better if you don’t give them 
knowledge by telling them answers; instead, nurture their love for these subjects 
by watching and learning right along with them. Some home learning tools that 
teach about math and science:
•Bake a cake together and observe/talk about how the mixtures change from 
powders to liquid to solid.
•Look at salt and sugar under a microscope or magnifying glass. How are the 
crystals like? How are they different?
•Observe clouds and notice differences in the ones that bring rain or  
thunderstorms and the ones that don’t.
•See if there are science museums or children’s museums nearby.
•Look for extra activities offered by your child’s school, the town, a community 
college, or YMCA.

Born Leaders(Continued from page 1)

Parents, we want to thank you for 
ensuring that your child was here 
during testing. Teachers, I also 
want to give a special thanks to 
you for your commitment to our 
SUNS each and every day. 

We have GREAT celebrations 
happening this week and in the 
upcoming weeks ahead.

• Teacher and Staff Appreciation
May 2-6

• Saturday Success for Moms!

• National Elementary Honor Society 
Induction.

Parent Visits: Just a reminder that 
if you want to visit your scholar’s 
classroom, teachers require 24hrs 
notice before visiting. 

Sincerely,
Joel D. Erby, VMA Principal
(941) 758-7588
jerby@vmacademy.org


