
Greetings VMA Parents and Families,

It has been a great honor to serve as Principal of Visible Men Academy (VMA). When I first learned about 
the school, I was deeply moved by the mission, and vision and I knew in my spirit that I had to be a 
part of this wonderful school for boys. Working with the entire staff, parents, and community has been a 
wonderful experience lead with passion and drive. I want to express my appreciation to everyone. Thank You!

VMA is a unique school creating social and educational restoration. VMA puts students and 
families first to help the whole child succeed. When I think about VMA, I think of a place 
that is a home to those who are seeking Selflessness, Honesty, Integrity, Niceness, and 
Excellence. This school has helped me grow personally and professionally and has allowed 
me to pursue dreams that I could have never imagined. The staff here at Visible Men Academy 
is amazing. Their constant optimism and hard work has been refreshing and stimulating.

As I reflect on this past year, I think about my own childhood and the challenges that I have had to 
overcome. It is encouraging for me, because I know that our Suns can follow the same path and find 
greatness and success. I want to thank you for allowing me to impact your Suns in some capacity. 

Respectfully and humbly,
Joel D. Erby

Great Days 
at VMA!
The mission of Visible Men Academy (VMA) is to provide boys with outstanding academic, 
character, and social education in a nurturing school environment.

June 1st, 2016

Dates to Remember!
June:
4- Saturday Success 
Carnival and Cookout
9:00 am - 12 noon

6-10 SHINE WEEK

7- Parent Success 
Celebration 4:30 pm- 7pm

8- Grades 3-5 Field Trip 
“Hetty Feather”

20-23 Grades 3-5 
Camp SNAP

24- Last Day of School at 
Visible Men Academy

Parent Advisory 
Group 
Would you like to get more involved 
with Visible Men Academy? 
Do you have great ideas for a 
fundraiser or school activity? Then 
you should consider joining the 
Parent Advisory Group (PAG). 
Meetings are monthly for one 
hour, and   this group of dedicated 
parents help  grow our school while raising funds for our VMA 
Suns! If you are interested in joining the PAG next year, contact  
Shannon Rohrer-Phillips, Director of Student & Family Services at 
srohrer-phillips@vmacademy.org.
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SunLight

Reminders:
- Saturday, June 4th
Saturday Success Carnival and Cookout 9:00 am - 12 noon

- Last Day of School at Visible Men Academy Friday, June 24

- Stay Tuned for an exciting SHINE WEEK 2016! 
We have activities planned to celebrate our SHINE Principles: 
Selflessness, Honesty, Integrity, Niceness, and Excellence!

We want to congratulate our 
Fifth graders on going on their 
upcoming graduation to 6th 
grade! On Wednesday May 18th 
they attended Busch Gardens 
with their families and VMA Staff. 
We want to thank the Cassidy 
Family Foundation for making 
this Graduation Trip possible!



Join us this Saturday, June 
4th at 9:00 am for a very 
special day as we celebrate 
our final Saturday Success 
with a Carnival and Cookout!

The whole family is invited to 
enjoy carnival games, food and 
fun! Bring a lawn chair as we 
will have fun for all!

Parent Success Info and Updates

Saturday 
Success 

THIS Saturday!Join us on Friday, June 17th at 9:30 am for 
our final Literacy on the Lawn! Volunteers 
are welcome to come share the joy of 
reading with our VMA Suns! Please RSVP to 
dsingleton@vmacademy.org if you would 
like to volunteer.

Literacy on the Lawn
Events!

By Neil Phillips

Last Friday, our staff had an all-day team meeting here at school. At a 
time when all of our neighboring schools are having meetings to wrap 
up the school year, our team is meeting to plan for four great weeks 
until the end of our school year. 

At VMA, we extend our school year because we know our Suns need 
as much time as we can give them to continue to grow academically 

and socially. It’s why we are fully committed to ensuring that our longer 
school year presents more opportunities for critical learning and character development – inside the 
classroom, and beyond.

We appreciate all of our parents/guardians and families who keep our Suns committed to school. Helping 
our boys arrive at school every day, on time, and prepared with a positive attitude will guarantee that this 
additional school time helps to elevate them to new heights. That’s what we’re all about!

As always, thanks for your support!
Neil Phillips, 
VMA Co Founder and Principal

• All Parents that have participated in the Parent Success 
Program this year are invited to come to our end of the year Program 
Celebration next Tuesday, June 7th from 4:30-7pm.  A catered meal 
and childcare will be provided!

• On Saturday, June 4th our Saturday Success is devoted to our  
amazing VMA Families! Please bring the whole family to enjoy 
music, food and fun!

• VMA Friends & Families: We are currently accepting applications 
for K-6 grade students for next academic year with less than 20 
seats left! Several grades already have wait lists! Please share the 
news and encourage any potential SUNS to submit an application 
today. All referring families who recruit a newly enrolled student 
earn a free uniform shirt! #SharetheSHINE www.vmacademy.org

• The Women’s Resource Center will hold 3 Parent Workshops 
during our Summer Program. Stay tuned for dates & times!

Here’s to a strong and healthy end of the academic year for all!

Shannon Rohrer-Phillips, MSW
Director of Student & Family Services
srohrer-phillips@vmacademy.org

Literacy Tips for Summer
Summer shouldn’t mean taking a break from learning, especially reading. 
Studies show that most students experience a loss of reading skills over 
the summer months, but children who continue to read will gain skills.

• Read aloud together with your child every day.
• Keep lots of reading material around the house.
• Read the same book your child is reading and discuss it.
• Let kids choose what they want to read.
• Buy books on tape, especially for a child with a learning disability.
• Take your children to the library regularly.
• Encourage children to keep a summer scrapbook.

Efforts should be made during the summer to help children 
sustain reading skills, practice reading and read for enjoyment.

Reading builds visualization, thinking and language abilities. Taking the 
time to read with your child can help you evaluate your child’s reading skills. 
Parents should remember that children need free time in the summer to relax 
and enjoy the pleasures of childhood. So summer reading should be fun!

Extended Opportunities

Summer Literacy Program at VMA
VMA is proud to announce our Summer Literacy Program! This program will run from July 5th- July 28th and will 
include literacy and reading coaching, sports, art, technology, and enrichment activities. Seating is limited to 45 
students. Information and enrollment opportunities will be distributed the week of June 6th.


